Prayer of a Catechist

(adapted by Anna Strelka for personal use 
from a prayerof the priest during the Baptismal service)

O compassionate and merciful God, 

who try the heart and the reins, 

and who alone know the secret thoughts of  men

(for no deeds are hidden before You, 

but all things are naked and manifest before Your eyes),

You who know all things concerning me:

Regard me not with loathing, 

Neither turn Your face from me.  

Consider not my iniquities,

You who disregard man’s sins unto repentance,

but wash away the vileness of my body, 

and the pollution of my soul.  

Sanctify me wholly by Your all-perfect, invisible might, 

and by Your spiritual right hand, 

lest, while I proclaim liberty to others, 

I myself become the base slave of sin.  

O Master, 

who alone are good and full of love toward mankind, 

let not me your humble servant be led astray; 

but send down upon me power from on high, 

and strengthen me [to teach aright the way of Your commandments 

and the pure tradition of Your holy Church, 

without distortion, carelessness, exaggeration, self-interest or pride]

so that Your servants the Catechumens 

may be prepared to receive Your great and most heavenly Mysteries.

Create the image of Your Christ [in me and] in your servants (names) who desire to approach Your Mysteries and to be united to Your holy Church.
Build them up upon the foundation of Your Apostles and Prophets, that they may not be overthrown; 

Implant them firmly as plants of truth, in Your holy catholic and apostolic Church, that they be not plucked out.

Increase them in godliness, that through them may be glorified Your all-holy Name, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.

Amen.

