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“SHARING THE FAITH EFFECTIVELY”

The grant proposal called for a preparatory program to equip our parishioners to share our Orthodox Christian Faith and Worship confidently and effectively to non-Orthodox seekers who approach our doors.  Tasks included a) identifying the difficulties that non-Orthodox Christians encounter when approaching our faith, and b) training our parishioners to deal with the intellectual, emotional and spiritual obstacles that such seekers face.  

For the purpose of discovering what the difficulties are for both inquirers and parishioners as they encounter one another, two surveys were executed – one to converts in the Diocese at large, and one internally to our parishioners.  The content of this curriculum reflects the subjects identified by the surveys as important to address.

In addition to the preparation of this curriculum the Parish Health Grant Committee carefully reviewed available literature suitable for instruction to newcomers seeking to convert to Orthodoxy.  Having selected “the best,” packets were prepared for both Protestants and Catholics with materials that would be instructive to the serious seeker.  Welcome packets for first time visitors were also prepared and greeters instructed in their use.  The church brochure and the contents of the brochure rack were updated.  New books were placed in the library.  

Our vision was for a parish membership prepared and equipped to welcome seekers into our midst with a ready smile and an informed answer to their varied questions.  We trust that we have met that goal. The content of the curriculum and the seekers and welcome packets is available upon request through the Diocesan web site.

SURVEY

Background Information

You are:
( Male     
( Female   

What is your race or ethnicity?______________________________________________________

Your age now: _____________Your age when you started investigating Orthodoxy:___________

Years of education completed when you started investigating Orthodoxy: 

____________
Marital status when you started investigating Orthodoxy:

( Never married

( Married   

( Divorced/Annulled  

( Separated   

( Widowed   

( Other: ___________

Your occupation at the time you started investigating Orthodoxy: 
________________________

Previous/current non-Orthodox religious affiliations: 





______
Are you currently

( A visitor to the Orthodox Church  

( A seeker (actively investigating Orthodoxy)

(  A catechumen (preparing to join the Orthodox faith through catechumenal instruction)   

(  A convert to Orthodoxy   

( Other: __________________

How many months did you spend, or have you spent, actively investigating Orthodoxy? _________
If applicable, how many months did you spend, or have you spent, as a catechumen? 

______

If applicable, how many years has it been since your conversion? 
________________________

If you have been involved in Orthodoxy for a while, but have not become a catechumen and/or converted, why not?  (Continue on the back if needed) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What resources (books, radio, internet, CDs, etc.) were most helpful in your investigation of Orthodoxy? (Continue on the back if needed)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who are your favorite authors or speakers who address the subject of Orthodoxy?

______________________________________________________________________________
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Factors leading to involvement

What factors started you on your journey to the Orthodox Church?  Check all that apply.

_____I was in a significant relationship (engaged, married) with an Orthodox person.

_____ I was in a significant relationship (engaged, married) with a person who seriously investigated  

Orthodoxy and/or converted during our relationship.

_____ I had a friend or family member who was Orthodox.

_____ I had a friend or family member who seriously investigated Orthodoxy and/or converted.

_____ I had personal contact or conversation with an Orthodox person.

_____ I was raised in an Orthodox family or culture before practicing other traditions.

_____ I was dissatisfied with my tradition’s liturgy or worship.

_____ I was dissatisfied with my tradition’s theology.

_____ I was seeking an opportunity to deepen my personal spiritual life.

_____ I was invited to a service in an Orthodox church.

_____ I was exposed to Orthodox architecture and/or art.

_____ I read something about Orthodoxy that interested me.

_____ I saw something on television about Orthodoxy that interested me.

_____ I saw something on the internet about Orthodoxy that interested me.

_____ I was curious and stopped by an Orthodox church to take a look.

_____ I was interested in monastic spirituality and discovered Orthodox monasticism.

_____ I encountered Orthodoxy in the context of an ecumenical event.

_____ I encountered Orthodoxy at a community activity.

_____ I studied Orthodoxy in higher education.

(Optional) Please state briefly, in your own words, how you first became involved in Eastern Orthodoxy:  (Continue on the back if needed.) 
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Factors in the Orthodox Church

For each of the following elements of Orthodox Christianity select whether it was mostly attractive, difficult, or neutral for you, when you first became interested in Orthodoxy.   If you converted to Orthodoxy long ago, please focus on your experiences when you initially became involved. 
ATTRACTIVE |  NEUTRAL |  DIFFICULT 

Structured and unchanging nature of the Orthodox liturgy

(                (                (
Length of Orthodox liturgy


(                (                (


Complexity and unfamiliar aspects of the liturgy


(                (                (
Exclusion of musical instruments from Orthodox worship
(                (                (
Orthodox theology being mystical in nature         

(                (                (
Historical continuity of Orthodox beliefs and practices

(                (                (
The centrality of tradition in Orthodoxy

(                (                (
The belief that Orthodoxy “embodies the fullness of faith”  

(                (                ( 

Orthodox church architecture   

(                (                (                                  

Orthodox beliefs and practices regarding icons      

(                (                (                                                    

Orthodox beliefs and practices regarding the saints

(                (                (


Orthodox beliefs about, and veneration of, the Virgin Mary

(                (                (


Orthodox spiritual disciplines (regular fasting,  alms-giving etc.)

(                (                (
Orthodoxy being rooted in a non-Western mindset

(                (                (
Restrictions on participation in Orthodox communion

(                (                (
        


Orthodox beliefs and practices regarding confession

(                (                (
Structured nature of Orthodox prayer

(                (                (
Social interaction with parish members
(                (                (


The ethnic features of the church culture                                               (                (               (
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(Optional) Please state briefly, in your own words, what elements of the Orthodox faith and your experience in the Orthodox Church were most attractive to you when you first started investigating Orthodox Christianity.  (Continue on the back if needed.)

______________________________________________________________________________

(Optional) Please state briefly, in your own words, what elements of the Orthodox faith and your experience in the Orthodox Church were most difficult for you when you first started investigating Eastern Orthodoxy.  (Continue on the back if needed.) 

______________________________________________________________________________

Additional Comments

Please feel free to write any additional comments that might help Orthodox communities better understand, inform, or welcome people from other traditions.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

A 42-cent stamp on a standard envelope will cover the cost of mailing these materials.

Thank you again for your help in completing this survey.

A BRIEF OVER-VIEW OF EXTERNAL SURVEY RESULTS

You may recall that one of our parish health grant’s preliminary tasks was to compile a databank of pitfalls, stumbling blocks and obstacles that are faced by seekers as they attempt to engage the Orthodox Christian faith.

A survey was prepared which was to be completed by anyone who was actively investigating Orthodox Christianity, or who had converted, or was in the process of converting, to Orthodoxy.  Surveys were distributed to OCA churches in the Diocese of the Midwest, (10/08) and to the Council of Orthodox Christian Churches of Metropolitan Detroit.  Surveys were also available on line at the OCA website until the end of 11/08.

This report will offer only important and significant findings with some interpretive remarks in italics.

186 surveys were returned and tabulated.  90% of respondents were already converts.  It should be noted that our respondents were people that had already made the journey, or were actively in process.  We have no idea what happened to people who left our doors with their spiritual needs unmet, or why they didn’t return to struggle with the issues.

Gender of respondents:

60% respondents were male; 40% respondents were female


Orthodox Christianity is appealing to the male mind-set

Race/ethnicity of respondents:

100% respondents reported being Caucasian

We are not doing a good job of reaching African-Americans, Asians, or Hispanics.

Age at the time that journey towards Orthodoxy began:

37% reported they’d started their journey to Orthodoxy between the ages of 21-30

26% reported they’d started their journey to Orthodoxy between the ages of 31-40

15% reported they’d started their journey to Orthodoxy between the ages of 41-50


Young and middle-aged adults will be our chief audience

Marital status at time that journey towards Orthodoxy began:

53% were married

31% never married

9% divorced


Couples may come in together
Years of education

01% (7-11 years) not a High School graduate

12% (12 years) High School graduate

53% (13-16 years) Some college or college degrees

20% (17-18 years) Work towards Master’s or Master’s degree

14% (18+years) Work towards PhD or JD or accomplished

The numbers speak for themselves!  Most seekers will be intellectually curious, well-read, well-spoken, and well-educated.  We must not be intimidated however.  They are spiritually hungry and Orthodox Christianity will meet their need.  All we need do is invite them to worship and share what we know.

Previous/current non-Orthodox religious affiliation

60% Protestants

22% Roman Catholics

12% Episcopalians

4%  Agnostics/nothing

2%  Jewish

The 60% Protestant figure makes sense due to the transient nature and unstable quality of the Protestant/Evangelical world at this time.
Factors that started respondents on their journey to the Orthodox Church

15%  “I was dissatisfied with my tradition.”

15%  “I was seeking an opportunity to deepen my personal spiritual life.”

10%  “I read something about Orthodoxy that interested me.”

8%    “I had personal contact or conversation with an Orthodox person”

8%    “I was invited to a service in an Orthodox church”

It’s always worthwhile to talk to people about our faith and to invite them to a service, especially if they’re dissatisfied with their current church experience, and have a desire to deepen their personal spiritual life.
Elements of Orthodox Christianity which seekers found most attractive
92% Historical continuity

83% Structured and unchanging nature of the Orthodox liturgy

81% The belief that Orthodoxy “embodies the fullness of faith”

75% Theology being mystical in nature

76% Centrality of tradition

Seekers are seeking stability in a changing world.  Spiritually they’re seeking historicity, and a firm foundation.
Factors in Orthodoxy that were found to be difficult

41% The ethnic features of the church culture

27% Beliefs about and veneration of the Virgin Mary

25% Complexity and unfamiliar aspects of the liturgy

24% Orthodox spiritual disciplines (fasting, alms-giving)

21% Length of liturgy

18% Beliefs and practices regarding icons

16% Being rooted in a non-Western mindset

16% Restriction on participation in Orthodox communion

15% Beliefs and practices regarding the saints

These are all features that are unfamiliar to the newcomer.  They represent a “different world” from what is known to them. Churches with a high level of ethnocentricity should consider the impact of this feature on newcomers.

Resources (books, authors, speakers) found to be helpful

61% Kallistos (Timothy) Ware


“The Orthodox Church” (1963), “The Orthodox Way” (1979)

54% Parish Priests

44% Thomas Hopko


“The Orthodox Faith” in four volumes (1979)

24% Alexander Schmemann


“Celebration of Faith” in three volumes

13% Frederica Mathewes-Green


“Facing East: A Pilgrim’s Journey into the Mystery of Orthodoxy”

“At the Corner of East and Now: A modern Life in Ancient Christian Orthodoxy”

Perhaps we  should all  have Ware, Hopko, and Schmemann in our libraries at home!  Mathewes-Green is a newer writer who holds great appeal to current seekers.

SUMMARY

WHAT DO PEOPLE FIND HERE?

1. Doctrinal integrity and continuity with the original apostolic “deposit” that does not shift with the times or with prevailing fads.

2. An emphasis on the experience and atmosphere of worship in which we acknowledge the Holiness and Majesty of God.

3. An over-all Christian “world view” that is meant to be lived out as a “way of life”.

Welcome

We are happy that you are worshipping with us today.  We trust that your experience with us will be one in which your faith in our Lord Jesus Christ is deepened and your love for His Church enhanced.

We invite you to fill out the enclosed informational card so that we can better serve you.  You can return it to the greeter who met you at the door.  And please sign our guest book.

Communion in the Orthodox Church is a Sacrament of unity, both with Christ and with one another. There-fore, it is shared only among practicing Orthodox Christians who have prepared with prayer, fasting and sacramental Confession of sins.  We look forward to the day when our guests, too, will fully share our faith and sacrament with us.

After the Divine Liturgy, we would love for you to join us in the Fellowship Hall for coffee and bagels.  Your greeters will be able to show you where to go and to introduce you to members of our congregation who can visit with you and answer any questions about our church that you may have.

Again, we are so glad that you’ve joined us in worship today.
BOOKS ON ORTHODOXY WHICH MAY BE OF PARTICULAR INTEREST

TO ROMAN CATHOLICS

Popes and Patriarchs:  An Orthodox Perspective on Roman Catholic Claims  Michael Whelton*, Conciliar Press, 2006.

The Great Divide:  The West severs itself from its Orthodox Christian roots: an historical overview   Fr. Alexey Young, Nikodemos Orthodox Publication Society, 1989.

The Pearl:  A Handbook for Orthodox Converts Michael Whelton, Regina Orthodox Press, 1999.

The Primacy of Peter   John Meyendorff, ed., St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1992.

The Truth:  What Every Roman Catholic Should Know About the Orthodox Church  Clark Carlton, Regina Orthodox Press, 1999.

Two Paths: Papal Monarchy-Collegial Tradition   Michael Whelton, Regina Orthodox Press, 1998.

You Are Peter: An Orthodox Theologian’s Reflection of the Exercise of Papal Primacy   Oliver Clement, New York City Press, 1997.

GENERAL INTEREST

Journeys to Orthodoxy:  A Collection of Essays by Converts to Orthodox Christianity Thomas Doulis, ed., Light and Life Publishing Company, 1986.

Our Hearts’ True Home:  Fourteen warm, inspiring stories of women discovering the ancient Christian Faith   Virginia Nieuwsma, ed., Conciliar Press, 1996.

The Faith: Understanding Orthodox Christianity, An Orthodox Catechism   Clark Carlton, Regina Orthodox Press, 1997.

The Orthodox Church Timothy Ware, Penguin Books, 1997.
The Orthodox Faith: An Elementary Handbook on the Orthodox Church 

Fr. Thomas Hopko, Department of Religious Education – The Orthodox Church in America, 1973.


Vol. 1  Doctrine


Vol. 2  Worship


Vol. 3  Bible and Church History


Vol. 4  Spirituality

Toward the Authentic Church:  Orthodox Christians Discuss Their Conversion
Thomas Doulis, ed., Light and Life Publishing Company, 1996.

*Michael Whelton is an Orthodox convert from Roman Catholicism.

To be included in a “Roman Catholic Packet”

Booklets:

Building a Habit of Prayer  Marc Dunaway, Conciliar Press, 1989.

Orthodoxy and Catholicism:  What Are the Differences?   Fr. Theodore Pulcini, Conciliar Press, 1995.

What is the Orthodox Church?  Fr. Marc Dunaway, Conciliar Press, 1995.

Pamphlets:

A Timeline of Church History

Are You Looking For a Church That Is:  orthodox in doctrine, orthodox in worship, orthodox in values?

What on Earth is the Orthodox Church?

12 Things I Wish I Had Known

Parish Health Grant

St. Mark Church

Rochester Hills, MI 48307

June 2, 2009

CONTENTS FOR THE INFORMATIONAL PACKETS 

FOR THE SERIOUS SEEKER FROM CATHOLICISM

· “Introducing the Orthodox Church” copied with permission from the Orthodox Study Bible.

· A listing of books on Orthodox Christianity which might be of particular interest to Roman Catholics.

· A listing of online resources for inquirers into Orthodox Christianity.

Booklets:

· “What is the Orthodox Church: A brief overview of Orthodoxy”, Fr. Marc Dunaway, Conciliar Press, 1995.

· “Orthodoxy and Catholicism: What Are the Differences?”, Fr. Theodore Pulcini, Conciliar Press, 1995.

· “Building a Habit of Prayer”, compiled by Marc Dunaway, Conciliar Press, 1989.

Pamphlets:
· “Are you looking for a Church that is: Orthodox in Doctrine, Orthodox in Worship, Orthodox in Values?” Conciliar Press Ministries, 1996.

· “12 Things I wish I had Known”, Frederica Mathewes-Green, Conciliar Press Ministries.

· “What on Earth is the Orthodox Church?”, Conciliar Press, 1988.

· “A Timeline of Church History”, Conciliar Press, 1988.

BOOKS ON ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY WHICH MAY BE OF PARTICULAR INTEREST TO PROTESTANTS



The Orthodox Church: Timothy Ware, Penguin Books, 1997.
The Faith: Understanding Orthodox Christianity, an Orthodox Catechism Clark Carlton, Regina Orthodox Press, 1997.

The Way: What Every Protestant Should Know About the Orthodox Church Clark Carlton, Regina Orthodox Press, 1997.

The Pearl: A handbook for Orthodox Converts Michael Whelton, Regina Orthodox Press, 1999.

The Orthodox Faith: an Elementary Handbook on the Orthodox Church Fr. Thomas Hopko, Department of Religious Education – The Orthodox Church in America, 1973.

Vol. 1 Doctrine

Vol. 2 Worship

Vol. 3 Bible and Church History

Vol. 4 Spirituality

GENERAL INTEREST

Becoming Orthodox: A Journey to the Ancient Christian Faith *Peter E. Gillquist, Conciliar Press 1989.

Journeys to Orthodoxy: A Collection of Essays by Converts to Orthodox Christianity Thomas Doulis, ed., Light and Life Publishing Company, 1986

Thirsting for God: in a Land of Shallow Wells Matthew Gallatin, Conciliar Press 2002.

Facing East: A Pilgrim’s Journey Into the Mysteries of Orthodoxy Frederica Mathewes – Green, Harper Collins 1997

BOOKLETS:

Orthodox Answers To Frequently Asked Questions: Thorough and Biblical answers to eight of the most common questions Protestants ask about the Orthodox Church presented in a simple and straightforward outline form Fr. Marc Dunaway, Conciliar Press 2002.

Sola Scriptura: An Orthodox Analysis of the Cornerstone of Reformation Theology Fr. John Whiteford, Conciliar Press 1996.

What is the Orthodox Church? Fr. Marc Dunaway, Conciliar Press 1995.

PAMPHLETS:

A Timeline of Church History: Tracing the birth and continuity of the Orthodox Church from Pentecost to the present.

Are You Looking For a Church That Is: Orthodox in Doctrine, Orthodox in Worship and Orthodox in values?

12 Things I wish I had Known: Before your first visit to an Orthodox Church
Parish Health Grant

St. Mark Church

Rochester Hills, MI 48307

June 2, 2009

CONTENTS FOR THE INFORMATIONAL PACKETS 

FOR THE SERIOUS SEEKER FROM PROTESTANTISM

· “Introducing the Orthodox Church” copied with permission from the Orthodox Study Bible.

· A listing of books on Orthodox Christianity which might be of particular interest to Protestants.

· A listing of online resources for inquirers into Orthodox Christianity.

Booklets:

· “What is the Orthodox Church: A brief overview of Orthodoxy”, Fr. Marc Dunaway, Conciliar Press, 1995.

· “Orthodox Answers to Frequently Asked Questions”, Fr. Mark Dunaway, Conciliar Press, 2002.

· “Sola Scriptura: An Orthodox Analysis of the Cornerstone of Reformation Theology”, Fr.
JohnWhiteford, Conciliar Press, 1996.

Pamphlets:

· “What Orthodox Christians Believe”, Conciliar Press Ministries.

· “Are you looking for a Church that is: Orthodox in Doctrine, Orthodox in Worship, Orthodox in Values?” Conciliar Press Ministries, 1996.

· “12 Things I wish I had Known”, Frederica Mathewes-Green, Conciliar Press Ministries.

· “What on Earth is the Orthodox Church?”, Conciliar Press, 1988.

· “A Timeline of Church History”, Conciliar Press, 1988.

ONLINE RESOURCES FOR INQUIRERS INTO ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY

· Ancient Faith Radio (http://ancientfaith.com) – A great place for all kinds of podcasts on a variety of Orthodox topics.  There is a podcast for all kinds of subjects and tastes.  The site also has two online radio stations, one featuring music and the other talk.  The founders, John and Tonya Maddex are former evangelicals.

· Orthodox Christian Network (http://myocn.net) – Another great place for podcasts and internet radio.  OCN also has two stations, one for traditional and the other for contemporary music.  This is the home of the nationally syndicated radio program Come Receive the Light.  OCN is an official agency of SCOBA (Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas)

· Orthodox Christian Information Center (http://www.orthodoxinfo.com) – A site with a wide variety of articles that will help you learn about the Ancient Faith.  There is a page dedicated to inquirers that might be a good place to start.  It comes from a conservative viewpoint.

· Welcome Home (http://www.orthodoxradio.ca/index.htm) – A radio program out of Canada.  The site houses the archives for the broadcasts and you can download for your listening pleasure.  There are a lot of great interviews with people on a wide variety of topics pertaining to Orthodoxy.  I especially have liked the interviews with people coming to The Church from other traditions.  

· A great lecture series highlighting the differences between Orthodoxy and other Christian traditions can be found at http://christinthemountains.blogspot.com/2009/01/orthodoxy-heterodoxy-what-are.html.  Some of the audio in the first lecture is a little rough, but is well worth the listen.  

· Orthodox Answers (http://www.orthodoxanswers.org) – A relatively new site that specializes in apologetics.  Because it is new it does not have very much content right now, but it appears as if the founders have big plans.  They are even trying to set up a 1-800 number so you can call an apologist if you have a question.  Currently a majority of the articles address Roman Catholic and Calvinist issues.  

· The Orthodox Church in America (http://www.oca.org) – The official site of the OCA, the body to which St. Mark’s belongs.  This is the place to find liturgical, doctrinal, and calendar information.  

· The Diocese of the Midwest (http://www.midwestdiocese.org) – The website of our diocese.  

· Transfiguration Orthodox Prayer Book (http://www.transchurch.org/sguide/prayerbook.asp) – Prayers for many situations.  

· The Dynamic Horologion (http://orthodox.seasidehosting.st/seaside/home) – The introduction on the home page explains it better than I can.  All I can say is that it is a great resource if you are seeking to pray daily prayers of The Church.  

· A good calendar can be found at http://www.goarch.org/en/chapel/calendar.asp.  It is a helpful place to determine fasting requirements and which saints are being celebrated on any given day.  While the fasting and saints are not exactly the same as the OCA, it is a great place to reference and learn how the calendar works.  

· The Orthodox Research Institute (http://www.orthodoxresearchinstitute.org/index.html) – This site will give great insight into the apostolic succession of the bishops of the Orthodox Churches around the world.  If you are interested in learning about the hierarchs of the Orthodox Church, this is the place to go.

SOME BLOGS YOU MIGHT FIND INTERESTING

· Glory to God for All Things (http://fatherstephen.wordpress.com)
· Orthodixie (http://southern-orthodoxy.blogspot.com) – As the name suggests, Orthodox Christianity from a humorous southern viewpoint.

· Saint James’ Kids (http://saintjameskids.blogspot.com) – Not, as the name may suggest a blog for kids.

Please note that this is just a sampling of resources.  Each site will usually have plenty of links to other places on the web pertaining to Orthodox Christianity.  This is especially true for the blogs.  Tread carefully, not every site or blog is in line with the teachings of the Church.  If in doubt, speak to a priest.

St. Mark Orthodox Church Parish Health Grant  (  651 Kentucky Drive  (  Rochester Hills, MI 48307


