The Trisagion is an Entrance Hymn Too?

At most Divine Liturgies throughout the liturgical year, after the Little Entrance and the singing of troparia and kontakia, the Trisagion (Holy God) is sung by the people. The placement of the Trisagion at this point in the Divine Liturgy is directly connected with the entrance of the people into the temple. In fact, the Trisagion found its way into our contemporary liturgy probably as a processional or entrance hymn. This might sound a bit confusing. We’ve come across different entrance hymns already in the liturgy and spoken about a few of them at length. Only-begotten Son, the troparia sung on feast days at the Third Antiphon, Come Let us Worship, and the troparia sung after the entrance with the gospel book – all of these are essentially entrance hymns. So, why are there so many entrance hymns? And, why are they sung at different points in the Divine Liturgy with seemingly no connection to an entrance? 


Well, an easy way to explain this might be to compare the Divine Liturgy to the life of a person. When we are born, we experience change continually throughout our life. We change physically with the growth of our bones and the changing of our physical features. Also, many of us end up getting married and, by the grace of God, merge into a single, family unit (“and the two shall become one flesh”). We experience additions and subtractions in our lives through the birth of children and death of loved ones. Through all of this though, we are still the same person that we started out as with two arms, two legs, and all the essential parts to make us living and breathing people. 

The Divine Liturgy evolves in a similar way. Throughout its almost 2000 year history, the essential elements that make the Divine Liturgy what it is have remained the same: the gathering of the people, the reading of Scripture, the entrance of the gifts (bread and wine), the elevation of the gifts at the anaphora, and the distribution of the these gifts (communion) to the faithful. These things have not changed. But, during its long history, the Divine Liturgy has gone through external changes (like the physical changes to a human) and has, at times, adopted other elements to itself (maybe, similar to the merging of two people through the sacrament of marriage). The high number of entrance hymns that we currently have in the Divine Liturgy might be, to some extent, analogous to the high number of children in some families. The Trisagion, for instance, is believed to have come into the Divine Liturgy through the influence (or marriage if you will) of the stational liturgy. Although several entrance hymns have weaved their way into the Divine Liturgy, all of them serve a specific function and continually propel us towards our goal, which is communion with Christ in the Kingdom of God. 

