Come, Let Us Worship

“Come, Let us worship and fall down before Christ” are the words we sing during the Divine Liturgy at the so-called Little Entrance. Not surprisingly (like so much of our worship in the Orthodox Church), this particular verse is taken from the Psalter (Psalm 95:6), and is used here as an introit or entrance verse.  

One might wonder, then, what is the importance of Psalm 95 and why is a portion of it sung during the entrance with the Gospel Book at the Divine Liturgy on Sunday? Actually, Psalm 95 was once used in the Divine Liturgy as the Third Antiphon instead of the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-12). In fact, some practices in the Orthodox Church still sing Psalm 95 during weekday liturgies for the Third Antiphon. Eventually, though, the practice of singing the Beatitudes supplanted Psalm 95 as the Third Antiphon but not without leaving its mark on the Sunday Divine Liturgy. Verse 6 remained, however not without being slightly edited to proclaim Christ as the fulfillment of everything written about in the Old Testament – that He is “the Lord” and “our Maker.”

