Immediately after the Second Antiphon in the Divine Liturgy, we encounter a hymn or troparion, which is often called simply “Only-begotten.” This troparion is significant for numerous reasons. It is the first liturgical text of the liturgy that is, strictly speaking, not taken from scripture. In other words, this troparion was written, probably, by a pious man and not taken from the Psalter. If we take a moment to think about it, the first half of the Divine Liturgy is composed in large part of Scripture or scripture-like references. At the very beginning of the liturgy we have the Great Litany centered around the prayer “Lord, have mercy,” and then next are the antiphons, which are all taken from Scripture. In addition to this, later on, we read directly from the Bible itself. “Only-begotten” is one of the very few elements in the first half of the liturgy that is not taken from the Bible in any way.  
So, we might wonder then: “Why do we find this troparion here between the Second Antiphon and the Beatitudes?” Well, the origin of this troparion goes all the way back to the time of the Byzantine Emperor Justinian who ruled during the sixth century.  Its authorship is sometimes attributed to him, but most likely it was only written during his reign. Its purpose was to be a creedal statement about who Christ is. If we look at the text itself, the body can be divided into three clauses or statements, each beginning with the word “who.” Each of these statements talk in some detail about who Christ is, and what we, as Orthodox Christians, believe about him. The troparion states that Christ is the “immortal Word of God” and was “incarnate of the Holy Theotokos.” He was also “crucified” and is glorified as “One of the Holy Trinity.” In the early centuries of the Church, these simple but very important doctrines concerning our faith that are enumerated in this troparion were constantly debated. Emperor Justinian hoped that by expressing who we believe Christ to be in this short troparion, a stand would be made against the many false doctrines that existed during his time. Its eventual placement in the liturgy is a testimony not only to the Church’s triumph over heresy, but also to its unity in Christ.  
