An Angel of Peace

At the Great Entrance, the priest enters the altar area through the royal doors and places the gifts of bread and wine on the altar table. After the priest censes the altar and has a brief liturgical dialogue with the deacon, we begin another litany, often referred to as the Litany of Supplication.

Like other litanies that we have encountered so far in the liturgy, the Litany of Supplication is lead by the deacon who directs us (depending on the church we are in – almost ordering us) to pray to the Lord. And, of course, the people answer this call to prayer with responses of “Lord, have mercy,” and “Grant it, O Lord.” What is unique about this litany, though, is that we hear reference to “an angel of peace” in one of the petitions: An angel of peace, a faithful guide, a guardian of our souls and bodies, let us ask of the Lord. Some people who study liturgy have questioned from where, why, and how this particular petition entered the Divine Liturgy. Questions such as these are important to scholars because this petition (and, to some extent, the ones that follow it) seem to be out of place. If we think about, the gifts have just been moved to the altar table, and we are waiting, almost with bated breath, to participate in the Kiss of Peace, the Symbol of Faith, and the Anaphora. Why then, at this particular time, are we asking for our angel’s guidance – a guidance that is needed not while we are at the liturgical gathering but outside of it? What some people have concluded is that, historically, these petitions were not necessarily intended for the baptized Christians at the Divine Liturgy. Rather, they were for the catechumens who, just before the Great Entrance, were asked to leave the liturgical gathering. In light of this, it makes perfect sense to ask for angelic guidance for those who will not remain to the end of the liturgy. It is not only baptized members of the Church who are entitled to “a faithful guide,” “things that are profitable for our souls and bodies,” and living the remainder of our “life in peace and repentance,” but all of humanity. And, this is an important aspect of the Divine Liturgy: our prayers at the Divine Liturgy are not intended to be personal, but are for the entire community and for all of creation. This is something that we will touch on in more detail when speak about the Anaphora.

