The Word of God in the Divine Liturgy
The reading of the Epistle and Gospel at the Divine Liturgy is an integral element of the Eucharistic gathering. In the first centuries of Christianity, the reading of Holy Scripture was the very first thing that was done once everyone had gathered in the temple. At the beginning of the Liturgy, the faithful would assemble and proceed into the temple with a book that contained the important Scripture readings that would be read that day.  Then, once everyone had assembled and the main celebrant had granted peace to all, the reading of Scripture would begin. 

If we take a moment and step back and look at the Divine Liturgy, we see that there are two main elements in it: the reading of Scripture and the reception of Holy Communion. Almost all other aspects of the Divine Liturgy developed and formed around these two elements, which are extremely central to the Christian life. The faithful wanted to hear Scripture and they wanted to receive the body and blood of Christ. They yearned for communion with their brethren and with God, and they found this communion both in His audible word and in His edible Word. So for this communion to happen, they had to gather, they had to come and form one body. And, once gathered, they had to bring into the temple the holy writings of the Prophets and Apostles, so that this unifying word could be proclaimed to the whole congregation. 

These words of Scripture that are proclaimed for everyone to hear at the assembly are not only holy words, which tell us about who Christ is, and how He is proclaimed by the Apostles as Son of God. They are also words that change us, and bind us to Christ, and to one another as well. If we think for a moment how, over time, a slow drip of water can change a rough and jagged surface into a very smooth one, or, how ocean waves crashing on the shore can transform a pointed and ridged rock into a smooth pebble, we can see much more clearly how the daily and weekly word of God, penetrating our ears and hearts, can mold and change us. Jesus Christ is present in the words of Scripture. If we allow these words to permeate our bodies we are allowing Christ into our bodies. Our minds become a vessel of His word. This is why liturgical music in the Church is so important. Music is unique in that it can harness these words for us and make them not only much more retrievable, but also burn them in our memory. We become branded with these words. And, at the liturgical assembly, this happens to us not individually, but together. These words are slowly molding and forming us into one mind, one heart, and one body.  
So, it is only possible through hearing, and subsequently meditating upon, the word of God that we can even pray the following prayer at the Divine Liturgy: And grant that with one mouth and one heart we may glorify and praise Thine all-honorable and majestic Name, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.

